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to Canada and has just been returned 
to America. 

While nothing can ease the pain Cap-
tain Bishop’s family, his department, 
and community feel at losing him, we 
can take some comfort in the knowl-
edge that his sacrifice saved the lives 
of so many others. 

During the past 7 years alone, Robbie 
Bishop directly assisted in the seizure 
of over 10,000 pounds of narcotics and 
more than $8 million from drug traf-
fickers. These are drugs and resources 
that would have threatened and taken 
other lives if brave men and women 
like Captain Bishop had not stood in 
the way. 

I commend the dedication and sac-
rifice of Captain Robbie Bishop of the 
Villa Rica Police Department, and I 
hope that his life and legacy will serve 
as an incentive for all of us to continue 
the war against mind-altering drugs. 

f 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, it is time 
to get serious about reforming our bro-
ken campaign finance system, and it 
truly is broken. 

Soft money from the wealthiest cor-
porations and from the wealthiest indi-
viduals is flooding into Federal elec-
tions at an alarming rate. Last year’s 
special election in my district saw an 
explosion of sham issue ads which are 
clearly designed to sway voters with no 
regard for our election laws. 

Our democratic system is being un-
dermined by these abuses. We need to 
act now before the American people 
lose all faith in the political process. 

Today I joined my colleagues in sign-
ing the discharge petition to bring the 
Shays-Meehan campaign finance re-
form bill to the floor for a fair and 
open debate. The American people have 
spoken. The time for reform is now. 

f 

SUPPORT THE BUDGET 
RESOLUTION 

(Mr. HILL of Montana asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HILL of Montana. Mr. Speaker, 
Republicans who honored their cam-
paign promise by trying to lower taxes 
have been subject to constant attacks 
that any tax cuts would be a raid on 
Social Security. How is it that tax cuts 
can be a raid on Social Security, but 
billions of dollars of new spending are 
not? 

The truth is that Democrats had 40 
years to do something about Social Se-
curity, and they did not put one dime 
aside to save it from Social Security, 
not one dime, Mr. Speaker. 

Republicans on the other hand have 
proposed to put aside $1.4 trillion of the 

budget surplus to save Social Security. 
The choice is $1.4 trillion or zero. 
Which side, America, do you trust on 
this issue? 

Those who were in power for 40 years 
did nothing, who put aside nothing, are 
attacking the Republicans. We have to 
admire their audacity, Mr. Speaker, 
but you have to be ashamed of their 
demagoguery. 

The same party that raided Social 
Security for 40 years is now attacking 
Republicans for stepping up to the 
plate and putting aside over a trillion 
dollars to shore up a system that is so 
important and will soon be bankrupt. 

I ask my colleagues to reject the 
demagoguery. Be responsible and sup-
port this budget.

f 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM 
DISCHARGE PETITION 

(Mr. CLEMENT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of substantive 
campaign finance reform. This Con-
gress has talked a lot about it, but we 
have not done anything about it. It is 
a shame that it is going to take a dis-
charge petition to even bring it before 
the floor. I encourage everyone to sign 
this discharge petition. 

If we are serious about passing real 
campaign finance reform legislation 
this year, not later, everyone knows 
what we need to do. We need to ban 
soft money. We need to limit the 
wealthy from being able to buy elec-
tions rather than earning elections. We 
need to crack down on the issue of 
issue ads as campaign ads, and we need 
to improve disclosure and enforcement 
of the Federal Election Commission. 

We just need to have the courage to 
do what must be done. Sign the dis-
charge petition. Let us pass real cam-
paign finance reform legislation this 
year. Let us base it in the future on the 
richness of message, not the richness of 
pocketbook. We have got to do this for 
the sake of the people and for the 
American people moving into the 21st 
century.

f 

WHAT SURPLUS? 

(Mr. TANCREDO asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, when I 
got back to my district, I asked people 
about what they think should be done 
with the budget surplus. On more than 
one occasion, I am asked in return, 
‘‘what surplus?’’ 

There are a lot of people out there 
who are on to the games we play in 
this town. They ask, how could there 
be a budget surplus if the national debt 
went up last year and will go up again 
this year? What kind of surplus is that? 

In fact, they are right. The Federal 
budget is only in surplus if we count 
the temporary surplus in the Social Se-
curity Trust Fund. The ironic thing is 
that the government would never let a 
business keep its books that way. But 
that is the way it does with our sen-
iors’ retirement money. It uses it to 
mask the true size of the deficit. 

Republicans want to put an end to 
that. Many Democrats are not very 
happy about that prospect. Ending this 
practice would make it a lot harder to 
create new spending programs and ex-
pand the size of government. It sounds 
like another good reason why we 
should do it, does it not?

f 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM 

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, last year, 
the Republican leadership tried to 
thwart action on campaign finance re-
form. This year they are trying it once 
again. Why? Because they know it will 
pass the House on a bipartisan vote, be-
cause they fear public pressure will 
grow in the Senate. 

The Republican leadership is saying 
again our private campaign money is 
our primary concern; the public inter-
est be damned. Soft money is hard-
ening the arteries of our democracy. 
So-called issue ads are snuffing out dis-
course on public issues. 

Truly, it is time to act. That is why 
I am now going over to sign the dis-
charge petition, and so many of my 
colleagues have already done so.

f 

EXCITEMENT FOR THE BUDGET 
RESOLUTION 

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, very quickly, it is exciting, the 
budget resolution. It came back from 
the Senate with a couple changes: some 
increased money for child care, some 
lockbox language that helps assure 
that we do what we say we are going to 
do, a reserve fund that could be used 
for prescription drugs, a new criteria 
for emergency spending. 

This is a historic budget. For the 
first time in 40 years, we are not going 
to spend the Social Security surplus 
money, not going to even spend any of 
it for tax cuts in the next year. 

b 1100

The challenge is what do we do with 
the war in Serbia? Is that going to 
come out of the Social Security Trust 
Fund? 

Mr. Speaker, a historic budget. It 
should be supported from both sides.
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